Blank Ethical Decision-Making Matrix

	Steps
	Information

	1. What is the question?

	Should the hospital staff be allowed to participate in the physician assisted suicide (PAS)?

	2. What is my “gut” reaction?
	What is your first reaction to this case on an emotional level?
My reaction is no. Although some states in the United States such as Vermont, Montana, Washington, Oregon, Colorado, California, Hawaii, and Washington DC have legalized physician assisted suicide (PAS) it is unethical for a physician who is supposed to take care of the patient to assist them to die. It is good to help the patients to gain relief from some terminal illnesses such as cancer which is in advanced stage but the assisting them to escape the pain in order to die with dignity is not ethical.
What assumptions are you making? What biases do you have?
Healthcare officials and professionals have a duty to care and do good for the patients and not to harm them. However, the ethical principle of autonomy ensures that the patients have the right and freedom of making decisions and judgements particularly concerning their health conditions.  Therefore, even though, the hospital officials are required to respect the autonomous choice of the patients, it is not good to assist them to die.





	3. What are the facts?

	KNOWN
a. The patient is 80 years old with cervical cancer which in advanced stage
b. The healthcare team planned for physician assisted suicide  
                                              
c. The patient is not supported by family members financially  

d. Family members   agrees with the patient’s decision                         

	TO BE GATHERED
Why is patient is asking for physician assisted suicide?

Why do family members support the patient’s decision concerning her health condition? 

Are the family members coercing the patient to accept physician assisted suicide?


	4. What are the values? 
Examine the shared and competing values, obligations, and interests of the many stakeholders in order to fully understand the complexity of the ethical problem(s).

STAKEHOLDERS 
Patient, family, HCM professional(s), health care professionals, administrators, society, and others appropriate to the issue. 

	Patient: The patient has the autonomy of making decisions, judgements and to act on them. Therefore, other stakeholders should be obligated to respect the patient’s autonomous choice, respecting not only on how to live her life but also on the manner in which she chooses to die. However, the ethical principle of beneficence should be followed by the doctors and nurses in acting in ways which best promote the patient’s welfare.
HCM Professional(s): Health care officials should maintain autonomy, confidentiality of the patient
Healthcare professional(s): Healthcare professional should act in the best way to improve the welfare of the patients. Additionally, they should respect the patient’s decision concerning the physician assisted suicide, though in accordance with law.
Administrators: Administrators should allocate enough resources to the health sector to avoid unnecessary costs. Additionally, they need make the treatment of terminal disease chance as cancer free.
Society: Society should ensure that there is good quality care as well as patient -centered healthcare systems.
Others as appropriate: Healthcare officials should always act in the best way of improving the patient’s welfare.

	5. What are my options?

	To undertake two alternative of physician assisted suicide such as the forgoing of life-sustaining treatments and proper pain management. Additionally, I will advice the patient and family members on the importance of considering proper pain management instead of physician assisted suicide.

	6. What should I do?

	a. I should respect the autonomy of the patient 
b. I should provide emotional support and good communication to the patient her family members 
c. I should inform the patients other alternatives of physician assisted suicide. 
d. I should provide sufficient pain control and proper comfort care.

	7. What justifies my choice?

	JUSTIFIED
Based on the ethical autonomy principle the patient has the freedom of making decisions, judgment and how to act on them. Therefore, the healthcare officials should inform the patient concerning her health condition as well as alternatives of physician assisted suicide. Additionally, the doctors and nurses should explain why the patient and the family members should consider the proper pain management mechanisms instead of physician assisted suicide. 
	NOT JUSTIFIED
Obeying the decision of the family members without considering and respecting the autonomy of the patient. 

	8. How can I prevent this problem? 

	Although, the patient’s autonomy should be respected.  The ethical principle of beneficence should also be considered since the doctors and nurses are required to act in the best way of improving the patient’s welfare by providing the appropriate pain management and proper comfort care.



This table is found in Chapter 2 of your textbook: 
Harman, L. B. (2017). Ethical challenges in the management of health information (3nd ed.). Sudbury, MA: Jones & Bartlett. ISBN: 9781284053708
